
Trilateral Collaboration in Integrating 

Digital Scholarship into the Curriculum:

Two Case Studies from US Academic Libraries
数字人文三方合作实践：北美高校图书馆的两个案例

Yao Chen (University of Minnesota)
Xi Chen (University of California San Diego)



Literature Review

● More participatory and collaborative approaches to library services

(Delaney and Bates, 2015; Eden, 2015; Stewart, 2012)

● Challenges working with faculty

● Emerging areas of curriculum development and research



University of Minnesota Case Study

● Background 

● Objectives

● Project planning

● Outcomes

● Next steps 



Background

The graduate-level seminar course Chinese New Media explores 

new media and intermediality from specific moments in the history 

of modern China from the late Qing Dynasty to the current digital 

age. Students used to be assessed by their critiques of selected 

readings, several short papers, and a final seminar paper. 



I went to sleep one day a cultural critic and woke the next 
metamorphosed into a data processor. 

-Alan Liu, 2004

Liu, Alan. The Laws of Cool : Knowledge Work and the Culture of Information. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2004.



Objectives

● Explore digital scholarship tools and methods

● Investigate new classroom assessment methods

● Identify potential supports on campus

● Foster collaboration and extend outreach



5 Ws and 1 H

● Who is the audience?

● What will be created?

● When will the project start and end?

● Why do we need to do this?

● Where will the project be hosted?

● How will the project workload be supported? How will be 
project be maintained?  



Project Planning

Selecting Technology Things to Consider Preserving & Sharing



Outcomes



Outcomes



Next Steps

● Keep building the site in future iterations of the course

● Explore new tools (storytelling, mapping tools, etc.)

● Reach out to more faculty and graduate students

● Create awareness and promote scholarly communication issues



University of California San Diego Case Study

● Background 

● Objectives

● Embedded instructions and consultations

● Outcomes

● Takeaways



Background
● A Chinese history instructor designed a new course in the spring quarter of 

2018. 

● It aimed to train a class of 50 undergraduate students in the standard 
disciplinary skills of primary source analysis and analytical writing, while also 
showing them how to use GIS mapping software to ask and analyze historical 
questions. 

● The instructor had taken a previous GIS course and saw the value in applying 
it to History and Chinese studies. He also understood finding credible data 
was a critical part of the students’ research process. 

● After meeting with the instructor, Amy Work, GIS Librarian, and Xi Chen, 
Chinese Studies Librarian determined it was essential to work together to 
help achieve the course objectives.



Course:  Mapping Rivers in Recent Chinese History: 1824 - 2017

Learning Objectives
1. Understand the relationships between rivers and China’s recent ecological, 

economic, social, and military history 
2. Use evidence to make arguments about the relationship between societies 

and their environment.
3. Evaluate data from textual and quantitative sources: what can we do 

with it, and where should we be cautious?
4. Plan and execute a piece of original research to answer a question that 

interests you. You will use publicly available data and ArcGIS 
Geographic Information Systems software to do a final project about 
China’s rivers and society.

5. Present your findings both orally and in writing, and critically evaluate a 
colleague’s work.



Our Objectives

Three approaches to support professor and course objectives

1. Professor support (meetings)

2. Embedded instructions

3. Student consultations for group projects



Embedded instruction:  Co-
teaching

• Session 1:   Intro to Chineses Stats resources and 
China Geo-Explorer Online
• Statistical Resources - China Data Online, China 

EPS, CEIC  
• Download statistical data and Shapefiles from 

China Geo Explorer. Use ArcMap

• Session 2:   Georeferencing of historical maps
• David Rumsey Map Collection
• ArcMap

• Session 3:  Project Support
• Open time for students to work on projects

https://www.davidrumsey.com
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Group Project and Consultations

Example project topics 

• How did the construction of the Three Gorges Dam benefit 

crops yields in Hubei Province?

• The influence of the change of Ice-breaking time (凌汛时间) 

to economy along upstream yellow river, particularly in inner 

Mongolia.







Takeaways

● Collaboration is key. Willingness to collaboration. 

● Resources

○ commercial and open access

● For next time 

○ Documenting the process

○ Making tutorial required work

○ Cross training, increase subject/functional specialist’s competency

● Applies to other modes of collaboration



Trilateral Collaboration 三方合作

Faulty and Researchers Subject Specialist Functional Specialist 

Successful Integration of Digital Scholarship into the Curriculum
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