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The Gardner Collection is the main collection of rare Chinese ancient books at Brown University. From the
perspective of Chinese ancient literature studies, this article reveals the characteristics and academic value of this
collection through a preliminary analysis and research on the author groups of the ancient books collected in the past
dynasties. First of all, inductive statistics are made on the characteristics of the author group, such as time and space
distribution, education and occupation, and social status type. Secondly, examples are given to illustrate the
academic achievements, work circulation and influence of the authors of important historical books. Thirdly,
according to the development of the history of Chinese historiography and the history of publishing and editing, the
literature characteristics and academic value of these ancient books are expounded. Especially combined with

Gardner's works on traditional Chinese historiography and bibliography, the scope, content, characteristics and

influence of his collection are summarized. Finally, the significance of the scholarly contributions of the authors of
these ancient books to the study of Chinese history is discussed.
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“The Chinese Library of the University will be the indispensable instrument of scholarship”
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